148             Letters to Somebody

Indian reforms. My services have always been
utilized in regard to matters with which I was not
conversant.

I might almost be a member of the Cabinet 1
For four years I have been adjudicating on the rival
claims of the Admiralty and the Crown to " droits,", and
intensely interested have I been in my task, -which has
involved much hard work and some pecuniary loss. The
work appears to be unending, and the gentle hand of
death alone seems likely to put a term to my service.

It-would not be proper for me to dwell on the personal
charm, the erudition and the wonderful patience of my
President (Lord Phillimore), but I may be permitted to
say that my association with him causes me very genuine
satisfaction.

Those who know me will hardly be surprised to learn
that I have twice delivered a dissenting judgment m
open court.

Quite naturally you will inquiringly remark: But
#hat is it all about ?

There is much I could tell you, but I will leave it-
untold for you would neither read nor understand.
Perhaps, however, you already appreciate that "droits"
means "rights-" In law anything which can be de-
scribed by a simple English word is promptly clothed
in terms especially calculated to obscure its meaning.
As I have already observed, we are concerned with the
rights of the Admiralty and of the Crown respectively
to moneys which are the outcome of prize taken in war.
In trie first place "we have to decide whether the droit
is a droit of the Admiralty or of the Crown. In the